Sermon 26 August 2018 Giving
2 Corinthians 9:6-9 Luke 6:37-38
Winston Churchill said, ‘We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.’
Never has a truer word been spoken.
In our Gospel reading Jesus makes the point that what you give, you will get back. He was
speaking of something he knew a bit about. His whole ministry was one of generosity, giving
all he’d got to give to everyone who needed it.
As with forgiveness, which we talked about last week, it is a theme that crops up quite a bit
throughout the New Testament. Paul, in his second letter to the people of Corinth, expands
this theme, literally, by making the point that the more we give, the more we receive. He uses
the analogy of sowing seed – ‘Remember this, a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a
small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop.’ I get the feeling that
he is tapping into Jesus’s habit of using images that are familiar with his listeners, or in this
case, readers. His analogy has an echo of the parable of the sower as told by Jesus.
Now obviously, if we sow seed sparingly, the resulting crop will be sparse. Conversely, seed
sown generously will result in a bountiful crop. And it is just the same when it comes to
giving.
It is a maxim of life. The more you give, the more you receive. And the beauty of it all is that
we never really know how our giving will be returned. Invariably the return will be
something quite unexpected, something which takes us by surprise.
There is an amazing story that came out of the 2004 tsunami, supposedly true. Every morning
this man would go to the edge of a lagoon connected to the ocean to feed fish with a loaf of
sliced bread. One morning, a big crocodile appeared. Unperturbed, the kind man threw a few
slices of bread to the crocodile. The croc snapped them up and swam away.
From that day on, the crocodile would come every morning for his breakfast of sliced bread
and then swim peacefully away.
The man was feeding the fish the morning the tsunami came. Being close to the water’s edge,
he was swept up in the strong currents and carried out to sea. At first, he tried holding on to a
wooden chair, but the force of the tsunami was so strong that the chair was torn from his
grasp. Then he grabbed on to another piece of floating wood, and that too was pulled away
from him. Close to drowning, he grabbed on to a log of wood that was floating past him. He
managed to hold on to that and suck in some air.
Coming back to his senses, he noticed something very odd. Whereas every object was being
dragged by the current out to sea, his log was moving in the opposite direction back to shore.
When he was close enough to dry land, the man jumped off the log and scrambled up the
bank to safety. Only then did he notice that his ‘log’ had a tail. It was the crocodile.
You just never know how you are going to be repaid!
This brings us to the question of giving to our church, or as is practised by some, tithing. A
tithe means a tenth of something and is something that is given. It is good to tithe, it is good
to give to our church, but it is important that we give only what we can manage; that we don’t
feel any pressure at all to give, in other words, it comes from the heart.

Jesus actually had a warning about tithing. In this particular instance he was, as he was prone
to do, giving a serve to the Pharisees. ‘Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest
part of your income, but you ignore the important things of the law – justice, mercy, and faith.
You should tithe, yes, but you should not leave undone the more important things.’ Matthew
23:23
So he is saying that we need to keep it in perspective, that tithing or giving is part of the big
picture embracing mercy and faith.
And speaking of mercy, earlier in Matthew’s gospel Jesus makes the point that if we show
mercy, we will receive mercy in return. ‘God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be
shown mercy.’ Matthew 5:7 (Beatitudes). Once again, we have this idea, this concept of
giving leading to receiving. It is very difficult to get away from this notion.
In the end, our relationship with God is dependent, amongst other things, on what we give. In
Luke 12:13-21 Jesus tells the story of the rich fool who stored up the produce from his
extensive crops in barns, building bigger barns because the existing barns ere overflowing.
God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die tonight. Then who will get it all?’ Jesus commented,
‘Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.’
So we need to be careful that we are not like the rich fool who kept everything for himself
and gave nothing away. He died receiving no reward at all.
I want to make a small observation. I have never seen an unhappy generous person, nor have
I seen a happy mean person.
The final word goes to American author, Jackson Brown Jnr, ‘Remember that the happiest
people are not those getting more, but those giving more.’
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